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Abahattha 


Abahattha (Prakrit: abasatta, ultimately from Sanskrit 
apasabda "meaningless sound") is a stage in the evolution of the 
Eastern group of Indo-Aryan languages. The eastern group consists 
of languages such as Bengali, Maithili, Assamese and Odia. 
Abahatta is also called Apabhramsa Avahatta, Apabhramsha 
Abahatta or Purvi Apabhramsa. Abahatta is considered to follow 
the Apabhramsa stage, i.e. those Apabhramsas derived from Magadhi 
Prakrit. 

Abahatta, which existed from the 6th century to 14th century, was 
contemporaneous with some Apabhramsas as well as the early 
modern languages such as Old Odia, Old Bengali, Old Maithili and 
Old Assamese. Many poets composed both in Abahatta and a 
modern language such as the Charyapada poets, who wrote dohas or 
short religious verses in Abahatta; the Maithili poet Vidyapati wrote 
his poem Kirtilata in Abahatta. 

The Abahattha stage is characterized by 

■ Loss of affixes and suffixes 

■ Loss of grammatical gender 

■ Increased usage of short vowels 

■ Nasalisation at the end or in the middle of words 

■ The substitution of h for s 

In the history of the Bengali language, the Abahatta stage was 
followed by the Old Bengali language by c. 1100. 
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A page from 10th cent. Dakarnava 
in Abahattha 



Abahattha 

Region 

India 

Extinct 

14th century 

Language 

family 

Indo-European 

- Indo-lranian 

■ Indo-Aryan 

■ Eastern Zone 
(Magadhan) 

■ Bengali- 
Assamese 

■ Abahattha 

Writing 

Devanagari, Bengali- 

system 

Assamese, Tirhuta, 

Odia 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

None (mis) 

Glottolog 

None 


■ Bhowmik, Dulal (2012). "Abahattha" (http://en.banglapedia.org/index.php?title=Abahattha). In 
Islam, Sirajul; Jamal, Ahmed A. (eds.). Banglapedia: National Encyclopedia of Bangladesh 
(Second ed.). Asiatic Society of Bangladesh. 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Abahattha&oldid=951756604" 


This page was last edited on 18 April 2020, at 18:36 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy . Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 

































Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization. 



